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1502 East Lauridsen Boulevard ® Port Angeles, Washington 98362 ® 360-452-9277 FCC Mail Room

September 9, 2013

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street SW

Washington D.C.

Commissioners,

Thank you for the opportunity exténded by the Federal Communications Commission to provide our feedback
on WC Dgcket No. 13-184, Mogdefnizing the E-rate Program for Schools and Libraries. We are submitting this
; ral community colleges be eligible to participate in the E-Rate 2.0 program. Rural
community cOIIEges are critical catalysts for educational opportunity and economic development throughout
rural America. Yet, these mst|tut|ons are at a critical dlsadvantage when it comes to offering students access
to high-speed internet, which is not con5|stently available throughout much of the country where these
colleges are located and, when internet access is available, it typically is at prices which far exceed those
available to metropolitan colleges. Specifically, we at Peninsula College would like to request that the agency
use its authorlty to expand the deflmtlon of schools and Ilbranes to include rural communlty colleges.

Increasmgly, the l|ne between educatlonal servnces offered at a hlgh school and those available ata community
college is becommg less stark Through extenswe dual- enrollment programs offered to hlgh school students
and through the consnderable numbers of academlc remedlatlon programs, avallable at communlty colleges,
the community college of today is in many ways an extensuon of secondary educatlon In addition to offering
educational programs that enhance the high school experience and classes aimed at assisting those who
graduated but are not college-ready, the majority of community colleges also offer such programs as General
Educatlonal Development (GED) Engllsh asa Second Language (ESL) and other basic education services that
are desrgned for students who may not intend to pursue a communlty college certlflcate or associate degree
These programs provide basic skills that prepare students for jobs and, in many cases, prowde individuals with
the possibility of pursuing a higher education.

Unfortunately, even though these educational services are vitally important to the economic development of
the nation, community colleges are funded with substantially lower appropriations than prlmary and
secondary schools. Likewise, they do not garner the level of state and federal funding that universities enjoy
This problem is partlcularly problematlc for rural commumty colleges whose lower enrollments and higher
costs can |mpede the prowsmn of opportune service levels

Each year at Penmsula College (PC), approximately 328 high school students partncrpate in dual-enroliment
coursework, earning college credit as part of thelr high school education. Roughly 30 individuals pursue a high
school d|ploma through the college s GED program Nearly 124 mdwnduals each year Iearn Engllsh as
Penmsula College is the Iargest prowder of Engllsh asa Second Language courses on the north OIymprc
Pemnsula Addltlonally, 6776 students, both first-time students and those returning to higher education for
new job skills training, enrolled in degree or certificate programs.. Our ability to integrate these learners into
the growmg mformatlon based economy is vntal to their future career success and the economlc success of our
region.
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Penlnsula College is a publlc comprehensnve communlty coliege, It was founded in 1961 and is one of 34 )
commumty and techmcal colleges in the state of Washmgton The College servnce district encompasses Clallam



<
rle

and J&fferson Countles—an area of over 3,600 square mlles The’ reglon is home to srx Natlve Amerlcan trlbal
reservatlons wh|ch are dlspersed across the North Olymplc Penlnsula ‘
The main campus is located in Port Angeles Extension sites are Iocated in Forks, 57 miles west of Port Angeles
and in Port Townsend, 46 miles to the east. Penmsula College is the only resrdent mstltutlon of hlgher '
educatlon on the North Olymplc Penmsula ’ o ‘ S -
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Peninsula College plays a vitally important role in the state by making higher education accessible and
affordable for residents of its rural service area who are often place- -bound and would not otherwise be able to
regularly travel well over one-hundred miles to the closest umverSIty FurthermMe ‘with the limited
capabllltles for broadband in our commumtles distance Iearnmg isnot a rellable optron ‘and, at times, it is not
even a viable one. After hearing numerous stories of workmg individuals, many with small children at home,
who could not pursue a bachelor’s degree because of the arduous and time- consumlng travel requlred to-
atténd a college on the Peninsula, PC began offefing a limited number of baccalaureate degrees. '

As an institution we grapple with the lack of adequate broadband capabilities that exists in this large sparsely
populated service area. Given the mountainous geography and rural nature of our district, it is challenging
and very expensrve to provide high-speed internet access for our students. Many of our Tribal Communities
reside outside any urban center and many miles from any hlghway Over the last several years the ¢ollege has
mvestngated the poss|b|l|ty of brmglng broadband service to the remote areas of the Peninsula through fi ber
optic cable In addition to enhanced broadband capability, fiber connectavrty would enhance the often limited
cellular servuce in these areas WhICh remains a crltlcal health and salfety concern for the college admlmstratlon
and commumty N o

The three PC sites serve as central points of internet access, where residents of each local community can gain
access to distance learmng and techmcal trammg Typlcally, local citizens and students gather in the coffee
shops and libraries at the local campuses. ‘Our libraries, like most commumty colleges libraries, are public and
open to the local communlty As such, they are hubs for educational research and require adequate internet
capablllty Unfortunately, under the current rules of the E-Rate 2.0 program, community college libraries are
explucrtly dlsallowed from partnapatrhg in the e-Rate program even if, as is the case for many rural community
colleges, these libraries are the only public llbrary for the area. We would request a review of the definition of
a public library to include rural community college libraries which offer an invaluable service to the education
opportunities for rural communities.

Modernizing the E-Rate program to allow rural community colleges to apply for funding support would provide
considerable direct aid to institutions like Peninsula College to upgrade internet infrastructure and better
provide modern, high-speed, reliable internet access. Expanding broadband accessibility within our rural
service area would vastly enhance educational opportunities available to both post-secondary and K-12
students in our communities and would benefit the region as a whole. Community colleges are a key bridge to
higher education and economic opportunity for hundreds of thousands of students nationwide, and nowhere
is this role more pivotal than in rural America where these colleges are often the sole provider of so many
services ranging from basic education and secondary remediation to higher education.

Thank you for considering our comments on this vital issue that will shape the future of education for rural
America.

Sincerely,

Dr. Luke Robins, President
Peninsula College



